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State of South Dakota
SEVENTY-EIGHTH SESSION

LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY, 2003

336I0646
SENATE BILL  NO.   195

Introduced by: Senators Dempster, Duenwald, Koetzle, and McCracken and Representatives
Juhnke, Frost, and Peterson (Bill)

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to establish the hunters welcome program.1

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:2

Section 1. Terms used in this Act mean:3

(1) "Department," the Department of Game, Fish and Parks;4

(2) "Hunter," any hunter participating in the hunters welcome program;5

(3) "Landowner," any landowner participating in the hunters welcome program or any6

lessee or farm or ranch operator who has been authorized by the landowner to7

participate in the program on the landowner's behalf;8

(2) "Program," the South Dakota hunters welcome program established pursuant to this9

Act.10

Section 2. The South Dakota hunters welcome program is hereby established. Under the11

program, any hunter may enter into an agreement with a landowner to reserve the right to hunt12

pheasants or other upland game birds at a time, location, and price specified by the landowner13

and in accordance with any other conditions specified by the landowner.14

Section 3. Any person who purchases or holds a valid license authorizing the person to hunt15
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pheasants or other upland game birds may purchase hunting tokens issued by the department.1

The department shall make the hunting tokens available in varying amounts and denominations.2

The hunter shall present hunting tokens to the landowner in accordance with the terms and3

conditions specified by the landowner and agreed to by the hunter for the privilege of hunting4

on land controlled by the landowner. The landowner may redeem the tokens with the department5

and the department shall pay the landowner for the value of the tokens. The hunter may redeem6

any unused tokens with the department and shall receive a refund for the tokens.7

Section 4. The Department of Game, Fish and Parks shall establish a system to enable8

landowners to inform potential hunters that the landowners are willing to participate in the9

program and to inform potential hunters of the time, location, price, and other conditions for10

hunting on the landowners' property. The system shall give any hunter the opportunity to contact11

any landowner and to come to an agreement with the landowner to arrange a hunting trip. The12

system shall make use of the internet and one or more toll-free long distance telephone numbers,13

as well as other appropriate communications technologies.14

Section 5. Any landowner at any time may modify the time, location, or price of lands made15

available for the program. However, the landowner shall honor the terms of any agreement that16

the landowner has made with a hunter. Either the landowner or hunter may cancel the hunting17

trip not less than five days in advance of the time agreed upon for the hunting trip with no18

obligation. If the hunter cancels a hunting trip within less than five days of the time agreed upon,19

the hunter remains obligated to pay the price agreed upon for the hunting trip. If the landowner20

cancels a hunting trip within less than five days of the time agreed upon, the landowner may not21

participate in the program for a period of thirty days following the cancellation. The landowner22

and hunter may cancel or alter the time, location, or price of the hunting trip at any time by23

mutual agreement.24
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Section 6. The Game, Fish and Parks Commission shall promulgate rules pursuant to chapter1

1-26 to provide for the administration of the hunters welcome program. The rules shall specify:2

(1) Procedures by which landowners and hunters may communicate and negotiate with3

each other through the program;4

(2)  Requirements and guidelines related to the making of agreements for hunting trips5

under the program;6

(3) Guidelines informing landowners how they may specify times, locations, and prices7

for potential hunts and how they may alter those conditions;8

(4) Procedures governing cancellation or alteration of hunting trips or conditions for9

hunting trips;10

(5) Procedures for landowners and hunters to redeem tokens with the department and to11

receive payment or refund for the tokens;12

(6) Other necessary procedures for publicizing and administering the program.13


